
Year 3 – Forces and magnets
Key Facts

Key Vocabulary

attract Attraction is a force that pulls objects together. It 

is the opposite of repel.

force A push or pull that causes a change in speed, 
direction or shape.

friction A force that acts between two surfaces or objects 

that are moving, or trying to move across each 

other. Friction causes objects to slow down and 

the energy becomes heat.

gravity The area around a large object when a weight can 

be felt. The sun’s gravity keeps the planets 

orbiting around it.

magnet An object that produces a magnetic force. 

magnetic An object that is attracted to a magnet. Metal 

objects containing iron, cobalt or nickel are 

magnetic

Poles The end of a magnet (North pole and south pole) 

Repel A force that pushes objects away.
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